Salmonella arteritis: a precursor of aortic rupture and pseudoaneurysm formation.
Salmonella arteritis developed in three patients with subsequent arterial rupture and pseudoaneurysm formation. They had a one- to two-week history of chills and fever, and blood cultures were positive for salmonella. Pulsatile, tender abdominal masses developed in two patients with aortic infection while they were hospitalized. The third patient's femoral artery infection presented as a painful swelling behind the knee. Arteriography demonstrated large vessel rupture with pseudoaneurysm formation and allowed a planned operation in each case. The infected aortic aneurysms were totally excised, the aortic stump oversewn, and the retroperitoneum drained through the flank. Axillobifemoral grafts were constructed to bypass the infection area. Antibiotics effective against salmonella (ampicillin sodium, amoxicillin trihydrate, or chloramphenicol) were given for six weeks postoperatively. Allthree patients are alive without evidence of furhter infection. Recognition that microbial arteritis may be a complication of salmonella infections, particularly when Salmonella choleraesuis and Salmonella typhimurium are cultured, will lead to earlier detection of vascular lesions.